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The Tennessee Justice Center Welcomes New Chief Strategy
Officer in October 2024

Nashville, TN — Michele Johnson, Executive Director at the Tennessee Justice Center,
announced that the organization has appointed Tené Hamilton Franklin as Chief Strategy
Officer.

“We are excited to welcome the exceptional social justice and health equity leader Tené Franklin
to TJC. We look forward to her invaluable contributions and the ways she will help our team
grow and further our impact,” said Johnson.

Tené Hamilton Franklin is the Chief Strategy Officer at the Tennessee Justice Center (TJC),
where she utilizes her extensive expertise in public health, healthcare, and organizational change.
In her role, Tené focuses on strategic leadership, team development, and driving measurable
outcomes to enhance the organization’s impact.

Before joining TJC, Tené served as the Vice President of Stakeholder Engagement at Health
Leads, where she promoted intercultural competence and inclusive leadership. In this position,
she developed the organization’s internal and external racial health equity strategy and provided
consultation on community engagement and public health initiatives aimed at improving health

equity.

Tené later became the Executive Director for Health Leads in the Southeast United States,
overseeing program design, development, implementation, and operations in that region.

Prior to her work at Health Leads, Tené was the Minority Health Officer for the State of
Tennessee. In this role, she championed health equity strategies to eliminate health disparities
through collaboration with legislators, diverse communities, and Tennessee Department of
Health programs.

Tené is a member of the Health Equity Community Collaborative’s Child Health Equity
Workgroup and is the Principal and Founder of Hamilton Franklin Strategies, a consulting
practice focused on systems change and health equity solutions.



In addition to her professional work, Tené chairs the Metro Public Health Department Board of
Health in Nashville, TN, as well as the Tennessee State NAACP Health Committee. She is
actively involved in several national and community organizations, including the National
Association of Local Boards of Health (NALBOH), the American Cancer Society’s Voice of
Black Women, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., the Nashville General Hospital Foundation
Board, and the Meharry Medical College/Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer Center/Tennessee State
University Cancer Partnership (MVTCP).

A native of Chattanooga, TN, Tené holds a master’s degree in Genetic Counseling from Howard
University and a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from the University of Virginia. She resides in
Davidson County, TN, with her husband and two daughters. Tené is also a breast cancer survivor
who enjoys running, bird watching, and spending time with her family.

Learn more about Tené Franklin by visiting www.tnjustice.org/staff.
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For over 28 years, the Tennessee Justice Center has been standing with Tennessee families and
helping them access necessities of life. Since opening our doors in 1996, TJC has used lawsuits,
legislation and coalition building to overcome injustice, winning $2 billion in health care and
hundreds of millions in financial and nutrition assistance for Tennesseans. Aside from lawsuits,
TJC helps assist seniors and other individuals with TennCare, SNAP and other public benefit
programs.
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