TennCare Eligibility Flow Charts
Children (Ages 0-21)
Was the child in
foster care when
they turned 18?

No: Is the child disabled?

Yes: Consider applying
for SSI and DIDD.
Continue to see if they
are eligible other ways.

No: Is the child under 19?

No: Child might be
Yes: Child may be eligible
for TennCare up to age 26.

Yes: What is the expected

eligible for Spend
Down.

MAGI for the family?

<200% FPL

Is the family on TennCare
now and losing coverage?

200%-255% FPL

Child may be eligible for CoverKids. If
the family has expensive medical
needs, consider Spend Down.

>255% FPL

Apply for coverage on
the Marketplace.

Yes: Sign up for that coverage,
No: How old is the child?

Yes: Does child have access to
other insurance coverage?

for CoverKids, or for Spend
Down.

No: Child may be eligible
for TennCare Standard.

0-1 year

1 -5 years old

6-18 years old

Is the family’s
MAGI below
200% FPL?

Is the family’s
MAGI below
147% FPL?

Is the family’s
MAGI below
138% FPL?

Yes: Child should be eligible for TennCare

SSI = Supplemental Security Income
MAGI = Modified Adjusted Gross Income

No: Child may be eligible for CoverKids. If the family has
expensive medical needs, consider Spend Down.
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Pregnant Women
Is your income less than 200%
FPL? (For TennCare, unborn children count
in the household of the pregnant woman only.)

Yes: Go to your county’s health

No: Is your income less than

department to get presumptive eligibility.
Then, apply for TennCare on the
Marketplace. You must apply promptly.

250% FPL?

Yes: Apply for CoverKids. If

No: Are your resources

your family has expensive
medical needs, continue
with the flowchart to look at
Spend Down as an option.

below $3000?

Yes: Does the household

No: Apply for insurance on

have high medical bills?

the Marketplace.

Yes: Apply for Spend Down.

No: Does the family need
medical or mental services?

Yes: If you incur medical

No: Apply for insurance on

bills, you may be eligible for
Spend Down.

the Marketplace.

FPL = Federal Poverty Line

Updated 11/6/14

301 Charlotte Ave | Nashville, TN
615-255-0331 | www.tnjustice.org

Adults
Are you a caretaker relative of a child under 18 and
have a monthly income less than:
$1394 (HH of 2); $1693 (HH of 3); $1966 (HH of 4)?

Yes: You may be eligible for

No: Are you pregnant?

TennCare for Caretaker Relatives.

Yes: See TennCare for Pregnant

No: Do you have a disability?

Women flowchart

Yes: See TennCare for People with

No: Do you expect to make

Disabilities flowchart

between 100%-400% FPL?

Yes: Do you expect to make from

No: Are you below 100% FPL?

100%-250% FPL?

Yes: You

No: You may

should be
eligible for
both PTCs and
CSRs.

be eligible
for PTCs on
the
Marketplace.

HH = Household
FPL = Federal Poverty Line
PTC = Premium Tax Credit
CSR = Cost-Sharing Reduction
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Yes: You fall into the
coverage gap created by our
state’s decision not to expand
Medicaid. You may be able to
change how you file your
taxes to increase your
income to 100% FPL or
above to qualify for
assistance. For more help
and to tell your story, visit:
www.tnjustice.org/gap, or
call 615-900-GAP3 to tell
your story.
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No: You make
>400% FPL. You
are not eligible for
assistance on the
Marketplace, but
may still use it to
shop for
insurance.

People with Disabilities
Yes: Go to
Children flowchart.

Are you under
18 years old?

No*: Is your
income less than
$741/month?

*If you are under 21, you may also want to go
to the Children flowchart to see if you are
eligible for Medically Needy Spend Down.

Yes: Are your
No: Are your resources less than

resources less than
$2000 ($3000 for a
couple)?

$2000 ($3000 for a couple)?

Yes: You may be

No: Without Medicaid Expansion, you will

Yes: Did you ever

eligible for SSI.
Call Social
Security.

not be eligible for TennCare. You can apply
for SSDI through Social Security, which will
give you Medicare after 2 years.

get SSI in the past?

Yes: Did you get an SSI check after age 18 and
have a disability before age 22?
OR
Are you a widow who received SSI before age 60?

Yes: Did you lose SSI because you

No: Did you ever receive

started drawing SSDI based on a
parent or SS benefits from a
deceased spouse’s work history?

SSI and Social Security in
the same month?

No: Do you
need help
with
Activities of
Daily Living?

Yes: You might be

Yes: You might

Yes: You might

eligible for TennCare
as a Disabled Adult
Child or Disabled Adult
Widow(er).

be eligible for
Pickle. Look at
the Pickle chart.

No: You can go to the

be able to get
CHOICES. Call
Area Agency on
Aging and
Disability.

Marketplace if you are
over 100% FPL. You
can also apply for SSDI
through Social Security,
which will give you
Medicare after 2 years.

SSI = Supplemental Security Income
SSDI = Social Security Disability Insurance
SS = Social Security
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